
 

Bringing Hmong and American Cultures Together in the 21st 
Century 

	
	
Dr. Phillip Yang is a Hmong-American 
who came to the United States as a 
refugee when he was 13 years old and 
has been residing in the U.S. for the past 
28 years. 
 
He received his Doctor of Education in 
Educational Leadership from Edgewood 
College in Madison, Wisconsin. 
   
Dr. Yang has over 18 years of 

professional experience in private, profit/nonprofit organizations, 
state agencies, K-12 and higher education settings. He has a 
strong background in philanthropic work, civic engagement, and 
community advocacy.  He is an educator and a bi-lingual and bi-
cultural consultant who understands and has first-hand 
experiences of the challenges and needs of various service 
organizations and their Hmong clients.  
 
Dr. Yang assists organizations/institutions in bringing the Hmong 
and American communities together to build a more unifying and 
brighter future for all. 
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November 2016 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 9th 
@ Dino’s Restaurant 
 
Social Hour:  11:30 
 
Lunch: Noon 
 
Program to follow 
 
Menu: Roasted pork with 
dressisng, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, green beans & 
pumpkin pie with whipped 
cream 
 
Cost: $12.00 (includes entrée, 
coffee & water, dessert, tax & 
tip. Ice tea, milk or soda an 
extra charge. 
 
Reservations:  Contact Kathy 
Crawford (742-5262) by          
Sunday, Nov. 6th.  Thank you. 

Reminders: 
 
For those members on the permanent list, please call to cancel your 
reservation if you are unable to attend the luncheon meeting.  Thank you. 
 
Mark your calendar:  The next Civic League Board meeting is November 30th 
at 9 am at the clubhouse.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Civic League Friends: 
 
Our appreciation to Dr. Scott Svetly and Ms. Emily Bortz for the informative discussion at our October 
meeting concerning the LGBT community and about building tolerance in our society. We look forward to 
learning about the Hmong culture from Dr. Philip Yang at our November luncheon. Please join us for this 
thoughtful presentation. 
 
We thank members for their generous contributions so far to our no-bake bake sale.  The Civic League 
supports a number of activities in the community, brings informative programs to our members, and 
preserves the historic Zona Gale Home. We cannot do so without the active involvement of members 
such as you. So please support this one and only Civic League fundraiser this year. Thank you. 
 
Please join us for the fun activities coming up. From sharing meals at our Civic League luncheons, to 
enjoying the camaraderie of the Red Stocking event and our Holiday Open House – these are way to 
reconnect with old friends and make new ones at Civic League. 
 
Best to all, 
Betty 
 
 
Honorary Membership bestowed…. 
 
The Women's Civic League Board recently voted to grant honorary status to Gayle Sarafolean. Honorary 
membership is reserved for a member who has made a significant contribution to the Civic League. 
Gayle is a former President, was an active Board Member, and a hard working member and supporter of 
many Civic League activities over the years. In conjunction with her husband, who was the Postmaster in 
Portage, she was instrumental in creating the special cancellation stamp that was used to celebrate Zona 
Gale's Birthday.  
 
Thank you, Gayle, for your years of service on behalf of the Women's Civic League. 
 
Gayle is currently living at Our House, 2876 Village St., Apt #6, Portage. Gayle was very pleased to learn 
of this honor and sends her thanks and best wishes to all her friends at Civic League. Stop by to visit 
Gayle or send a card. 
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From the President’s Desk 

When Abe Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a national holiday, it was thanks to 
the tireless efforts of a magazine editor named Sarah Josepha Hale. Her other 
claim to fame? She also wrote the nursery rhyme, "Mary Had a Little Lamb."   
 



 
 

 
 
 

Our No-Bake Bake Sale 
continues.  We will be collecting 
the envelopes included in the 
October newsletter at the 
November meeting or you can mail 
them to Women’s Civic League!  

Women’s Civic League is a 
charitable 501(c)(3) organization. 
Therefore your donation is tax 
deductible.  

Thank you. 

 

No-Bake Bake Sal(e 

October Drawing 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make October's drawing a 
success!  Your generous participation is greatly appreciated!!  Shirley 
Harty & Andi Rietmann 
 
Fall Wreath, candles & apple boxes: 
     Donated by Judy Longfield & Shirley Harty; Won by Hazel Premo 
Quilt hanging, music box, $10 Portage Green: 

Donated by Judy Longfield, Jean Damm and Shirley Harty; Won by      
Dorothy Rice 

Soap gift bag, Dansk coasters: 
Donated by Judy Henrich & Andi Rietmann; Won by Marie 
Rohrbacker 

Blue mini-light, Zona Gale book: 
     Donated by Shirley Harty & Nan Rebholz; Won by Linda Wendt 
Hand-turned pencil holder, basket, $10 Portage Green: 

Donated by Jean Damm & Nan Rebholz; Won by Sandy 
Blankenheim 

 
(Mystery Prize)  Two Oval, framed pictures: 
     Donated by Edith McElroy; Won by Kim Cibulka 
 
TOTAL RECEIVED:   $116.00 
 
 



 
•·.·´`·.·•Celebrating the Holidays•·.·´`·.·• 

 
 

Holiday Open House ~ December 4th 
 

Sunday, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Civic League Club House 

 
 
 

Red Stocking 
 
December is a festive month for Civic League.  Don't forget to 
save your left-over Halloween candy for the Red Stocking 
stuffing (and, if you wish, stores have the candy on huge 
sales November 1st!!!)  Bring the candy to our November 
luncheon or drop at the Civic League House.  Red Stocking 
is December 7th and is a popular highlight of our Club 
year.  More information will be available at the luncheon.   -
Colleen Davison 
 

 
 

New Member Moment 
 
Meet Sandy Gunderson 
 
It is a pleasure to be a new member of the Civic League and I am pleased to join my existing friends 
and meet new friends alike. Portage has been my home for most of my 66 years. I was born the 10th 
of 14 Shortreed kids from the first ward. We all attended St. Mary School and graduated from 
Portage High School. Each Christmas during my childhood, we would go to the Elks Club to see 
Santa and receive our holiday bag of candy. This year, I will be helping fill those memorable bags 
with other members! What fun! 
 
I married my high school sweetheart Dave Gunderson 45 years ago.  I hold two degrees from the UW 
Madison.  I have a BS degree  in Education and an MS in Public Policy from the LaFollette Institute 
there.   I am now fully retired after serving the Madison Metropolitan School District for 41 years as a 
teacher, principal, coach, mentor and grant director.  Dave and I spend a lot of time with our only 
daughter Kathryn and her wonderful husband and our four grandchildren, ages 7, 5, 3 and 1.  We also 
like to travel frequently and spend quality time with family and friends. Being fully engaged in our 
community is also a priority for us. 
 
Welcome Sandy! 
 

Decorating at Heritage 
House 
 
This is Rita Maass.  I have 
volunteered to chair the committee 
for decorating the Christmas tree at 
the Heritage House this year. I have 
arranged dates for decorating as 
well as for taking down the tree with 
the staff at the Heritage House. 
 
We will be decorating the 
tree Monday, November 28, 2016. 
We welcome any volunteers that 
would like to join us. 
 
The scheduled date for taking the 
tree down will be January 9, 
2017 (note this is the second 
Monday of the month, but with the 
holiday on a Sunday this year I felt 
it would be best to postpone to the 
following Monday). 
 


