
 

The LGBT Community and Origins of 
Threats, Hate, and Hate Crimes 

 
Ms. Bortz and Dr. Svetly will provide 
insight regarding the LGBT 
community, hate, and increased 
awareness and understanding of 
how it has become such a “front 
page” focus as well as controversial 
matter at the present time.  The 
LGBT community is the target of hate 

and hate crime at a greater rate than other groups.  Why 
do people hate?  Why do people hate LGBT specifically? 
 
Ms. Bortz will help us understand acronyms and 
language of “LGBT.”  Dr. Svetly will help the group 
understand origins of hate and how it can affect our 
beliefs and behaviors with the LGBT community.  They 
will also offer strategies to address and manage hate as 
it effects our daily lives and how it detracts from our 
obligation to be members of a productive, supportive 
society. 
	

♥.·:*¨¨*:·.♥.·:*:·.♥.·:*¨¨*:·.♥ 
 
A Thank-You Note from Jeff Grothman, Chairman of the Zona Gale Day Celebrations, August 20, 
2016 
 
“President Betty Kutzke and members of the Portage Women’s Civic League. Thank you again for your 
wonderful Pie and Ice Cream Social. Other than the poor weather the Gale Home and property looked 
wonderful and as always so well kept. The pie was delicious! Your participation is so important to 
‘Friendship Village’ and Zona’s legacy.” 
 

October	2016	

Wednesday, Oct. 12th 
@ Dino’s Restaurant 
 
Social Hour:  11:30 
 
Lunch: Noon 
 
Program to follow 
 
Menu: Sliced roast beef & 
swiss croissant, cup of soup, 
chocolate torte 
 
Cost: $12.00 (includes entrée, 
coffee & water, dessert, tax & 
tip. Ice tea, milk or soda an 
extra charge. 
 
Reservations:  Contact Sandy 
Blankenheim (617-4957) or 
Kathy Crawford (742-5262) by          
Sunday, Oct 9th.  Thank you.	



	
	
	
	
	
Dear Civic Leaguers: 
 
Thanks for your support in getting our new season off to a great start.  We welcome our new members 
and look forward to everyone’s participation. Thanks, once again, to Judy Eulberg for her informative 
presentation on the history of the Railroad in Portage. There is always something new to learn from our 
resident historian. We look forward to learning more about the growing concern of hate crimes at our 
October meeting. Please join the discussion. 
 
We encourage your participation in our no-bake bake sale fundraiser again this year. This is a way for 
members to contribute in a less painful way to raise money for our on-going programs and operations. 
So open your checkbooks, again, and generously support the Civic League. Let’s see if we can top last 
year’s tremendous effort. 
 
Thanks to each of you for making the Civic League an active and contributing organization in the 
community.   
 
Best Wishes, 
Betty 
	

New Member Moment 
	
Meet Vickie Bortz:	I moved from Pardeeville to Portage after graduation from high school in 1978.  In 
1980 I married Ken Bortz and we purchased a home in rural Portage, where we still currently reside.  We 
have two adult daughters who graduated from Portage High School, and after their graduation from U.W. 
Madison, settled back into their home town.	
 
I worked as a legal secretary for the law firm of  Rogers & Owens from 1978 until 1988.  In 1988, I 
accepted a position in the Columbia County District Attorney's Office where I stayed for a year before 
being hired by the Federal Bureau of Prisons (FCI Oxford).  I retired in 2014 after 25 years with the legal 
department at FCI Oxford.  While employed at FCI Oxford, I served for four years as President of the 
Employees Club, I served 16 years on the Hostage Negotiation Team and was the Federal 
Representative on the Board of the Wisconsin Correctional Association, a chapter of the American 
Correctional Association. 
 
I'm looking forward to being part of the Portage Women's Civic League. 
 
Membership Booklet Updates 

From the President’s Desk 

Please add these new members to your booklet:  
 
-Dale DeLude, 841 Saddle Ridge, Portage   566-1823 
-Sandy Gunderson, 2900 Forest Hill Dr, Portage  742-4629 
-Pat Halasz, 536 Clemens Ct, Portage  742-7233 
 



From the Sunshine Committee: 
 
If you know of one of our members who is ill, has suffered a loss, or for any reason would appreciate a 
card, please call Karen Fisher (742-3879) or Judy McMahon (742-8717).  "Sunshine" is welcome 
anytime!! 

 

	

 

We are having a No- Bake Bake 
Sale again this fall.  Please check 
this newsletter for a colored 
envelope. Inside are details about 
how you can participate in this 
fundraiser!  We will be collecting 
these envelopes at the October 
and November meetings or you 
can mail them to Women’s Civic 
League!  

 

No Bake Bake Sale 

September Drawing 
 
A wonderful opening to our Club year! Thanks to your generosity and 
that of our contributors, we have $136.00 to donate to the Civic 
Welfare Fund. 
 
Apple plant and basket with apples 
     Donated by Pat Geltemeyer; won by Kay Jenkins 
3-pc. hand crafted ceramic set 
     Donated by Nan Rebholz; won by Holly Powers 
7 pc. glass salad bowl and matching small bowls 
     Donated by Shirley Harty; won by Sally Lilly 
Pasta cook book; ceramic pasta bowl; olive oil 
     Donated by Shirley Harty and Andi Rietmann; won by Rita Maas 
Cruet set and glass flower 
     Donated by Andi Rietmann; won by Darlene Craig 
"Mystery Prize - Broach 
     Donated by Judy Eulberg; won by Sandy Gunderson 
 

A smile is the 
most beautiful 

curve on a 
woman’s 

body. 
 

Are you 
wearing one 

today? 



 
2016 Civic League Summer House Tours 
 
The summer house tours of the Civic League Clubhouse were staffed by the following members: Sandy 
Blankenheim(2), Tracy Cooper(2), Kathryn Crawford, Jean Damm, Judy Eulberg(3), Bobbie 
Goodman(2), Betty Kutzke(2), Ginny Laing, Sally Lillie, Nan Rebholz, Shirley Rehdantz who did not miss 
a Saturday this year, Clarice Rosing(2), Joan Swift, Melody Bonham Taylor, Linda Wendt(2). 
These tours were held on each Saturday in June, July and August from 1-3PM.  There were only two 
visitors this year so Judy Eulberg who thought that the Cluhouse needed to be open to the public on a 
regular basis concedes her error and suggests that these summer tours be canceled. 
 

Civic League House Tours 
History 

 
Year   #of people    Income 
 
2011-21 days 15      75.00 
2012-12 days 12      60.00 
2013-11 days 07      35.00 
2014-13 days 11      55.00 
2015-11 days 12      60.00 
2016-12 days 02      10.00   
 

 

 
 

Did you know…… 
 

Women’s Civic League has 98 members, 37 members 
receive their newsletter via the USPS and 61 get them via 
email. The email newsletters are in color.  
 
Invite a friend to join Civic League. This year 2016-17 we 
have 3 new members so far. Since 2012 we have gained a 
total of 42 new members with the breakdown as foillows: 
     2015-16 - 11 
     2014-15 – 9 
     2013-14 – 11 
     2012 -13 – 11 
 

Women’s Civic League has a new website. Check it out at: 
www.WomensCivicLeagueOfPortage.com 

 
 

Dues Reminder:  
 
If you have not paid your dues for 
this year they can be paid at the 
October luncheon or mailed to 
Women’s Civic League, P.O. Box 
311, Portage, WI 53901. Checks 
made payable to Women’s Civic 
League. 


