
 

Spring: The Perfect Time to Open Our 
Hearts and Minds with Fresh Eyes 

 
A three-time cancer survivor, Keri Olson 
has learned the beauty and blessing of 
each day. Also the survivor of a benign 
brain tumor and a benign spinal tumor that 
caused temporary paralysis, Keri 
recognizes that wholeness can coexist with 
illness. 
 
Keri’s experiences with illness haven’t 
defined her, but they have caused her to go 

deep within her heart to examine what makes for an abundant, 
authentic, joyful life.  
 
Keri is the author of two books, including an e-book, Time to Be: 
An Almanac of Short Essays about the Extraordinary Joy of 
Ordinary Moments.  
 
Her newest book from Balboa Press, Find Your Heart, Follow Your 
Heart: Get to the Heart of What Matters and Create Your 
Abundant, Authentic, Joyful Life, is available at major online and 
local book retailers.  

  
Keri writes a blog, Time to Be, about living in the moment with gratitude and gentleness: http://timetobe-
keri.blogspot.com/.  
 
Drawing from her experiences with illness, Keri’s writing reflects awe, gratitude and joy for life's 
abundance.  
 
Check out her video, Live Joyfully, Gratefully in This Very Moment, at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aaEylXrVsU&t=8s. 

 
Keri lives in Baraboo, Wisconsin with her husband, Larry McCoy. 
 
 

.·:*¨www.KeriOlsen.com¨*:·. 

Wednesday, February 14th 
@ Dino’s Restaurant 
 
Social Hour:  11:30 
Lunch: Noon 
 
Program to follow 
 
Menu: Tuna melt, Cup of 
Soup, Cheesecake with 
cherries/whipped cream 
 
Cost: $14.00 (includes entrée, 
coffee & water, dessert, tax & 
tip. Ice tea, milk or soda an 
extra charge. 
 
Reservations:  Contact Pat 
Halasz  (742-7233 or 
halasz53639@gmail.com) by 
Sunday, Feb. 10th.  
 	
 

 
Wednesday, March 14th @ 
Dino’s Restaurant 
 
Social Hour:  11:30 
Lunch: Noon 
 
Program to follow 
 
Menu: Meatloaf, Mashed 
potatoes & gravy, Salad, 
Buttered carrots, Ice cream 
w/caramel or chocolate. 
 
Cost: $14.00 (includes entrée, 
coffee & water, dessert, tax & 
tip. Ice tea, milk or soda an 
extra charge. 
 
Reservations:  Contact Pat 
Halasz  (742-7233 or 
halasz53639@gmail.com) by 
Sunday, March 10th. Please 
leave a message.  
 	
 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Dear Friends: 
 
Sorry if you were not able to join us at our February luncheon meeting. Everyone had a grand time 
enjoying Shaun Lapacek’s wine program. We learned a great deal about types of wine, challenges of 
growing grapes in Wisconsin, and his efforts to grow and use local products in his wine making. Then we 
sampled his wines and ate chocolates courtesy of Tracy’s BonBon and Bordeaux shop (WOW!!). Plan a 
trip to Rock N Wool Winery yourself to see what he has to offer. In March, please join us for an 
inspirational program by Keri Olson. Civic League aims to cover many interests for its members. 
 
At our March meeting, we will have a sign-up sheet for our Civic League Committees for the 2018-2019 
year (our new year starts June 2018). This is a great opportunity for new and current members to 
consider stepping up to fill committee chair positions or to volunteer to work with a committee of interest 
to you. These committees are the backbone of the activities of Civic League. And besides they are fun. 
Consider how you can best contribute. We will solicit your ideas on luncheon meal preferences and 
programs you might like to see Civic League offer next year. The recruiting of new officers for next year 
has also begun.  
 
Lots going on so join us. 
 
 Betty Kutzke 
	
	
 
 

 
 
 

 
Valentine’s Party     

 
The 2018 Valentine’s Party was held at Heritage House on Tuesday, February 13th in the 
afternoon.  Approximately 45 residents were present for the event.  Mike and Holly Powers provided the 
entertainment of piano music and singing.  Many residents joined in to sing along.  Refreshments were 
served after the entertainment, followed by the gifting of presents to all residents.  Special gifts were 
given in several categories.  
 
Thank you goes to all the club members who provided the cookies and those who assisted as hostesses 
at the party.  Gifts were given by many members.  All of these donations of time and items are involved 
in the ultimate success of the event.  Thank you to everyone! 
   
 
 Sally Lillie and Linda Wendt co-chairs 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

 
Additions and Corrections to the Membership Booklet 

 
Add… Susann Gamble… 724 W. Edgewater, Portage, WI 53901….. 608-471-5933 
	



New Member Moments 
Meet Karen Riewe 
 
We originally moved to Portage as a good location to commute to work. We never left! 
 
I met my husband at UW-Stevens Point. We both graduated in the sciences. I went on to train and work 
in Electro Neuro Diagnostics (EEGs, Surgical Monitoring, Sleep Studies etc.) at Mayo then UW-Hospital. 
I was recruited into medical manufacturing service support and education development. I completed my 
MS in Education Development. I retired from GE Healthcare in their Global Service Training department. 
We enjoy the freedom to go camping with our little camper now. We love hiking and biking. We also are 
very active in our church and I especially enjoy playing guitar for the church’s Praise Band. 
 
I have enjoyed meeting new people through the Women’s Civic League and especially like the craft 
service projects so far. 
 
Meet Ruth Owens 
 
I grew up in the Portage area.  I worked for one year after graduating PHS at the Daily Register. I then 
married Phillip Owens who was in the US Navy and we traveled and lived in several places. We have 
two children Phillip and Leif and one granddaughter Kjellrun. 
 
After 10 years of marriage, we divorced, and I raised the boys at our west side home in Madison. When 
my youngest started college, I started college obtaining my undergraduate degree from UW-Madison and 
my graduate degree from University of Oklahoma-Norman. After college, I returned to Madison to live. I 
worked at the UW Madison, an exciting and fulfilling place to have a career. I moved to Portage 1.5 years 
ago.  Love the quietness and have hosted a lot of friends who like to visit me. 
 
My interests are in outdoor activities, reading (love the Portage library), attending events at the Portage 
Performing Arts Center.  Tried my hand at gardening last summer.   Most of all, love my traveling 
experiences. I have been to many countries and my sons live in different states so that is another travel 
experience. I am pleased to be joining Women’s Civic League, so I can meet people and experience new 
activities and learn more about Portage. 
 
Welcome Karen and Ruth! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	

February Drawing 
 
One dozen roses in vase donated by Bobbi Goodman and won by Vickie Bortz 
Bottle of wine and 4 wine glasses donated by Dorothy Rice and Andi Rietmann won by Katherine Crawford 
 
Big heart box filled with 2 Valentine mugs, 2 heart decorative metal boxes, chocolate candy donated by Andi Rietmann 
won by Nancy Wehlage 
Valentine box of hot chocolate, pink slippers, Date Night Jar, 2 mugs donated by Dorothy Rice and Andi Rietmann won by Clarice 
Rosing 
 
Fresh floral arrangement donated by Judy Eulberg and won by Marianne Mueller 
Mystery gifts glass candy dish with Lindor chocolate donated by Andi Rietmann and Dorothy Rice won by Carolyn Buller 
 
Azalea plant donated by Judy Eulberg and won by Sue Gamble 
 
Thank you very much to all the very generous gift donations and to those who bought tickets!! We collected a total of 
$148.00. 
	



	
Let’s Go SEE SHEBOYGAN! 

 
Mark your calendars for June 13th!  We are headed EAST this year, to the city of 
Sheboygan.  Kohler is BIG in this town. So, our first stop is the John Michael Kohler Arts 
Center. Located in the Kohler family homestead, the original house is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. We will have a docent guided tour and time to visit 
the center’s gift shop. 

 
Lunch will be served at the Black Pig, a fun downtown eatery. Your choice of 
entrée must accompany your payment.  Here is the menu: 
 

First Course 
House Mixed Green Salad 

Grape tomato, Sartori Parmesan, House Made Croutons 
White Wine Shallot Vinaigrette 

 
Second Course 

PICK ONE 
Golden Bear Big Butt Pork Sandwich 

House Made Crusty French Roll, Creamy Cole Slaw, Aged Cheddar 
House Made BBQ Sauce 

OR 
Lobster & House Cured Pancetta Mac & Cheese 

Artisan Cheese Sauce, Kale 
OR 

Open Faced Braised Beef Sandwich 
Braised Chuck roast, Signature Cheese Sause, House Giardiniera 

Pretzel Bun 
 

Sandwiches are available with choice of side: skinny fries, Cole slaw, mixed greens 
Non- alcoholic beverage included 

 
We will have limited time to explore the shops along 8th street, in walking distance of the 
restaurant. 
 
Board the bus for a trip back in time to childhood fairy tales on a self-guided tour of 
BookWorm Gardens. This is a vibrant, playful botanic garden inspired by children’s 
literature, the natural world and the imagination.  Visit Pooh Corners, Jack’s Beanstalk 
and the Ingalls’ prairie schooner. 
 
Our last stop will be The Shops at Woodlake Kohler.  Time to shop in more than 20 
specialty shops and enjoy refreshments at the Atrium Café (on your own$$) 
 
We will take reservation with payment and entrée choices after the March, April and 
May meetings or mail to Civic League PO Box 311, Portage.  NO refunds after the 
May meeting. Cost $70 tips and tax included. Guests are welcome. 
 



 
Heritage Series 

 
Civic League Patron, Zona Gale 
 
In December 1931, Zona Gale, along with a group of 
passionate local women, conceived of the idea to create 
the Portage Women’s Civic League. Their goal was to 
create a club for women to gather each month to offer 
educational programs for its members, support community 
involvement in projects that improved the status of women 
and families, and work for civic improvement. Zona Gale 
offered for the Club’s use the home on the banks of the 
Wisconsin River that she had built for her parents after the 
publication of her first novel in 1906. Later the house was 
deeded in trust by Zona Gale’s husband, William Breese, 
to the Civic League. In 1981, the home became listed on 
the National Historic Registry. 
 
Zona Gale was born in Portage on August 26, 1874. She 
attended the University of Wisconsin and after college 
became a journalist in Milwaukee and New York. She took 
inspiration in the sights and sounds of town life and won 
fame for her short stories set in the fictional town of 
Friendship Village. Her best-known novel “Miss Lulu Bett” 
won the Pulitzer Prize for best drama. In addition to her 
fiction writing, Zona Gale was an active supporter of the 
LaFollettes and other progressive causes. Her activism on behalf of women was her way to solve 
politically a problem she returned to repeatedly in her novels: women’s frustration at their lack of 
opportunities. The Civic League is proud to carry on the legacy of Zona Gale. 
 
Sources for this material can be found on the Women’s Civic League Website, the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, and the introduction to ”Miss Lulu Bett” by Barbara Solomon and Eileen Panetta. 
 

 
About the Heritage Articles for the Civic League Newsletter 

 
These articles will acquaint members with those ladies of the Civic League who have preceded current 
membership with one exception. Names listed below are taken from the program booklets that were 
printed from 1968-1979.  They are the in the personal collection of Judy Eulberg who will write the 
articles.  Judy’s membership began in 1968 and she certainly hopes that members who belonged longer 
than she will come forth with interesting tidbits on the women listed below. 
 
The Presidents of the Club from these years are Mrs. Charles Grose, Mrs. Peter Leahy, Jr., Mrs. Donald 
P. Kaiser, Mrs. Kenneth Van Bree, Mrs. Francis Murphy, Mrs. Glenn Roesler, Mrs. Ben R. Lofstedt, and 
Mrs. Robert Shaw.  Judy is working with Judy Longfield to organize the scrapbooks located in Zona’s 
study at the Clubhouse.  This will provide some of the information for the articles but Judy E hopes that 
those current members who knew these women will step forward with personal recollections of the time 
that the women listed above served our Club. 
 


