
 
June 2018 

 
Dear Friends:   
 
It is with a grateful heart that I wrap up my term as President of Civic League. It has truly been my 
pleasure to serve you. It is a wonderful organization that makes a difference in our community and, 
hopefully, to our members as well. My appreciation to the officers who served this past year: Tracy 
Cooper as Vice-President, Vickie Bortz as Recording Secretary, 
Jean Damm as Treasurer, and Nan Rebholz as Corresponding 
Secretary. Their dedication, good humor, and hard work made 
my job easy.  
  
But there as so many others who volunteered to make Civic 
League so great. Bobbie Goodman, Holly Powers and the 
Program Committee once again organized entertaining and 
thought-provoking programs at our Lunch meetings. Many 
cheers and happy moments came about through Andi 
Rietmann’s and Shirley Harty’s hard work with the monthly 
drawings. And generous member support boosted funds for our 
civic welfare donations. Thanks to Dorothy Rice, her Committee and Dino’s Restaurant for delicious 
meals. Appreciation goes to Pat Halasz and Darlene Craig who cheerfully greeted us at the door 
each month and to Kathryn Crawford and Sandy Blankenheim for maintaining our permanent 
reservation list. 
 
Creative Peggy Nelson produced outstanding newsletters, maintained our Website and Facebook 
page to share our events. Carol Ziehmke and Sally Lillie kept pictures and the news flowing. Nancy 
Wehlage always keeps our membership information organized and ensures distribution, with able 
assistance from Nan Rebholz, of the newsletters to members. We welcome the efforts of Melody 
Brooks-Taylor for the production of our invaluable membership book. Thanks again to Karen Fisher 
and Judy McMahon for sending cards to members and families needing a little “sunshine” in their 
lives; Judy Longfield spent hours updating our scrapbooks; and Judy Eulberg for coordinating, and 
Shirley Rehdantz for conducting, the majority of our House Tours throughout the year. Our historic 
Zona Gale Home would never be the same without the loving care and oversight of Clarice Rosing 
and Bobbie Goodman. 
 
A special thank you to Dorothy Rebholz and her committee for selecting another well-deserved 
scholarship recipient, and to Kay Jenkins and her committee for their careful consideration of worthy 
recipients for our civic welfare donations.  
 



Appreciation goes to the organizers and volunteers of our special events: Rita Maass for the 
Christmas Tree decorating at the Heritage House; Sally Lillie and Linda Wendt for the Valentine’s Day 
party; Kim Cibulka and Walda Wood for the Holiday Open House; Linda Wendt and Sally Lillie, Walda 
Wood, Kim Cibulka, and Tracy Cooper for our popular Red Stocking event; and Holly and Clarice for 
pulling off a profitable No Bake-Bake Sale; our (JBH) tour guides Jean Damm, and Bobbie Goodman, 
and Holly Powers for organizing our upcoming June trip to Sheboygan; and Tracy Cooper once again 
for planning our Zona Gale Days pie and ice cream social in August. 
 
Finally, most special thanks are extended to all our members who volunteer their time, talents, energy 
and financial support. You make Civic League what it is!! You are in good hands with our new 
officers: Tracy Cooper, Carol Ziehmke, Vickie Bortz, Rita Maass, and Carolyn Buller. Congratulations 
and best wishes. I’m looking forward to seeing you in the back of the room come fall. 
 
Betty Kutzke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018-2019 Officers 
 
At the May luncheon, we installed officers for next 
year. They are as follows: 
 
President:              Tracy Cooper 
Vice-President:             Carol Ziehmke 
Recording Secretary:  Vicki Bortz 
Corresponding Secretary:  Carolyn Buller 
Treasurer:              Rita Maass 
 

In Memoriam 
 
We pause to express our condolences to the 
families and friends of members Eleanor Doctor and 
Judy Henrich who passed away this year. They were 
very special to the legacy of the Women’s Civic 
League.  
 
We also share our sympathies to others who lost 
family members during the year. Our thoughts are 
with you. 
 

 
May 2018 Drawings 

 
Baseball, Star Wars Book, Make A Plate, May Pole Game donated by Betty Kutzke, Nancy Beasley, Judy 
Eulberg and won by Judy McMahon. 
Garden purse, shovel, seeds, small basket of flowers donated by Jean Damm, Nan Rebholz and won by Micki 
Bender. 
 
Sunflower picture, basket, seeds, candle, cards, mugs, after bath spray donated by Andi Rietmann, 
Shirley Harty and won by Nancy Davis. 
Wine, decorative plate, paper plates & matching napkins, bread basket donated by Ruth Owens, Betty Kutzke, 
Andi Rietmann and won by Sandy Blankenheim. 
 
Coffee server, coffee, cups & saucers donated by Andi Rietmann, Zelda Morrison won by Tracy Cooper. 
Mystery – Flower pin donated by Judy Longfield and won by Gladys Chance. 
 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who donated gifts and those who bought tickets this year!! 
We collected $189 for the May drawing and totally this year we collected $1449. This money all goes to 
civic welfare. Thank you again for your generosity! 
 



2018 Women’s Civic League Scholarship 
 
 

The Women's Civic League Scholarship of $1,000.00 was awarded to 
Codey Neises at the May 7th Scholarship Awards Night at Portage High 
School.  He is the son of Chris and Shelli Neises.  Codey will be attending 
the University of Alabama - Tuscaloosa and majoring in Aerospace 
Engineering with a minor in Business Management and 
Spanish.  Aerospace Engineering is very specialized and there are no 
schools in Wisconsin offering that degree.  

 
Codey has been very active throughout his high school career participating in soccer and hockey, 
Spanish Club, was the Drum Major for the Marching Band, involved in the Spanish exchange trip 
and was the representative from Portage High School at Badger Boys State.  Besides all his 
activities he has earned a total of 28 credits and taken 15 AP (Advance Placement) classes--
outstanding!   
 
He also has begun the process to attain a private pilot license, is preparing for the written exam and 
has been helping restore a Piper-colt PA22 with the Portage EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) 
since last summer.  The people involved have taught him so much about planes and their 
experiences with aircraft.  He feels knowing how everything on a plane works will help him in his 
career and being able to fly them will give him a huge advantage when going through college and 
working after college as an Aerospace Engineer.  
 
All of us at Women's Civic League wish the very best for Codey Neises!!! 
 

……………………………………………………………….. 
 

From the Mailbox 
 
 
Dear Women’s Civic League of Portage,  
 
Thank you for the continuous support towards my education at the 
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point. I truly consider the campus 
as my home and I love my job as a community advisor (CA) in one of 
the 13 residence halls. In November, I was awarded CA of the Month 
but couldn’t have done it without my amazing staff team! Thanks 
again! 
 
Sincerely,  Alexis Brauner 
 
 
Dear Women’s Civic League, 
 
I am reaching out once again regarding my scholarship with your program. As a university senior, I 
look back on these past few years and know this incredible experience could not have happened 
without your help. I truly cannot express how grateful I am for your continued support. You are all 
lovely, amazing people and I so appreciate all you do. Thank you again!    - Emma Shortree 



Save the Date 
 

August 18, 2018 
 

Zona Gale Day Ice Cream Social 
 

2:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

 

 
2018 Civic Welfare Donations 

 
Your Civic Welfare Committee consisting of Joan Swift, Ann Lee, Pat Halasz and Kay Jenkins, met 
April 4th to discuss and select this year’s recipients. This year we awarded $1200 to deserving 
organizations. Below you will find a brief description about each of them. We are very proud of our 
decisions and hope you will be, too.  
 
Badger Girls State - $300 – sponsorship of a girl to attend Badger Girls State, designed to train future 
stateswomen in the science of government. Badger Girls State is an important part of the American 
Legion Auxiliary’s Americanism program. 
 
Free Clinic - $200 – This free medical clinic gets no government help. They offer basic medical 
services. Doctors and nurses volunteer their time; anybody can get free clinic services; no appointment 
or insurance necessary. The clinic is held in the lower level of Wilz Drug & Health Care, 9 am - noon 
every Wednesday.  
 
River Haven - $200 – Located at 108 East Pleasant Street, River Haven welcomes families with 
children and individual women. 
 
Portage High School Band - $300 – Portage High School band program regularly makes up 20% of 
the high school’s student body. Their goals are high, their needs are many. Much of the band 
equipment is old and in need of replacing. Funds are also needed for acquiring copy and playing rights 
for selections and paying for materials like uniforms and costumes.  
 
Historic Indian Agency House - $100 – One of the most significant historic sites in Wisconsin and the 
Midwest. It is located on its original spot at the portage between the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. 
 
Portage Service Association - $100 – Fundraiser for the music-sound shell to be built at Pauquette 
Park. 

 
 

June 13th Bus Trip to Sheboygan 
 
We still have a few spots left. Please send your money to:   
 

Women’s Civic League, P.O. Box 311, Portage, WI 53901 
Or 

Contact Holly Powers at 608-234-7877. 
  

Menu Choices are: 
Beef sandwich 

Big butt pork sandwich 
Lobster Mac and cheese with pancetta 

 
Reminder: The bus departs from the parking lot behind the 
Dollar Store by 7:45 a.m. We plan to be back around 6:00 p.m. 
 


