
 

Vocal Jazz 
Portage High School 

 
Beboparooba shoom, shoom, shoom! 

 
The Portage High School 
Acapella Jazz Ensemble, led 
by Holly Atkinson, will join 
us again.  Their repertoire 
may include solos by 
Cinderella & Prince Charming! 
 
Holly was born and raised in 
Portage, and currently 
resides here with her 

auctioneer husband, Aaron. She has a degree in Music from U.W. 
Eau Claire. Why Music as her career?  As a young girl, she joined in 
with her cousins on her father's side, who all played musical 
instruments and sang.  Then in school, she was inspired by music 
teachers Geraldine Kelly, Paul Fritsch, and Mike Powers.  She was 
in all of the musicals and involved in community theater.  She played 
the witch role of Addapearl in "The Wiz." 
 
Holly has taught in Portage for 10 years.  Four years ago, the 
kids took home the prestigious Tommy Award from the Overture 
Center.  Now she continues to teach a talented, intelligent, good-looking group of students.  What has 
she learned from them?  "Patience."  What does she want to give them?  "A positive experience 
throughout high school, and to learn that every human being is different." 
   
*Drawing by Pat Madini 
	
 
 

 
 

 
 
	

 
Wednesday, May 9th @ 
Dino’s Restaurant 
 
Social Hour:  11:30 
Lunch: Noon 
 
Program to follow 
 
Menu: Grilled chicken chef 
salad, Rolls & butter, 
Strawberry shortcake w/ 
whipped cream 
 
Cost: $14.00 (includes entrée, 
coffee & water, dessert, tax & 
tip. Ice tea, milk or soda an 
extra charge. 
 
Reservations:  Sandy 
Blankenheim (617-4957) or 
Kathyrn Crawford (742-5262 or 
klcrawford64@gmail.com) by 
Sunday, May 6th.  
 	
 

June Bus Trip Reminder 
Date: June 13  
Destination: Sheboygan, leaving from parking lot behind the former Staples store at 7:45 AM.  
Cost: $70.  
 
Guests are welcome. Please pay at May luncheon or mail payment to Civic League PO Box 311, 
Portage.  For more info call Holly Powers, Bobbie Goodman or Jean Damm. 
 



	
	
	
	
	
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Even though Mother Nature continues to throw us a 1-2 punch, we are grateful that Carole 
LaVigne of Edgewater Gardens shared a bit of springtime with us at our April luncheon. It was fun 
to see some bright colors and dream of digging in the dirt. We look forward to hearing from our Portage 
High School vocal jazz ensemble, always a favorite at our May luncheon and final program of this 
season. 
 
The membership voted to accept the slate of officers and we will install the new Officers at our 
May meeting. They are Tracy Cooper, President; Carol Ziehmke, Vice-President; Rita Maass, 
Treasurer; Vickie Bortz, Recording Secretary; and Carol Buller, Corresponding Secretary. We appreciate 
their willingness to serve. Thanks to those who took the time and interest to sign up for our various 
committees. Our new officers will help coordinate these volunteer positions.  
 
Remember to sign up for the June 13th bus trip to Sheboygan at the latest by the May meeting or 
mail in your reservation to P.O. Box 311. It promises to be a fun trip you won’t want to miss. 
 
Be sure to renew your membership (dues are $25) to the Civic League, if you have not done so, at 
the May meeting. As a reminder, our By-Laws state that dues shall be collected before the end of May, 
which is the end of our fiscal year. This helps us budget for the upcoming year to support the many 
activities we undertake. Our Program and Membership booklet, which we print in late summer, will reflect 
names of members who are current with membership dues. Don’t miss out having your name included. 
 
Looking for beautiful weather to close out our year. 
 
Betty Kutzke 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

April Drawing 
 
Wine Basket donated by Tracy Cooper won by Vickie Bortz 
Potted House Plant donated by Nancy Wehlage won by Bobbi Goodman 
 
Free Membership to Civic League donated by Civic League won by Chris Krause 
Candle in gift box donated by Vickie Bortz won by Marianne Mueller 
 
Wine Basket donated by Tracy Cooper won by Nancy Wehlage 
Mystery Gift Blue & White Dutch Decorative Jar donated by Betty Kutzke won by Dorothy Rice 
 
Total collected $178 
 
Thank you very very much to everyone who donated a gift or bought drawing tickets. You are 
all very generous and we greatly appreciated your generosity. 
 



New Member Moment 
 
We welcome 4 new members this month! 
 
Meet Mary Lyn Hamm 
 

Hello! My name is Mary Lyn Hamm.  I grew up in Brookfield, Wisconsin, just west of 
Milwaukee.  After graduating from Marquette University with a BA and Master's in Journalism History, I 
did some newsletter writing and began postgraduate studies.  I met my husband, Mike, at a wedding and 
we married in 1995.  Soon we were blessed with our two wonderful children, Jacob and Natalie, and I 
have been a stay-at-home mom since then.  We lived in Westfield for about five years and then moved to 
the town of Pacific in 2000. 

I have been able to volunteer at our children's schools, sports and other activities they've been 
involved in over the years as well as helping care for family members during health issues. My main 
hobbies are gardening and photography. Our son is now in college, and our daughter is a high school 
senior, so I hope to find new opportunities and activities as an empty nest rapidly approaches this fall 
(whether I am ready or not)!  I am looking forward to being a member of the Women's Civic League. 
 
Meet Lila Waldman 
 

I was born in Portage but raised with six siblings in Marquette County near Harrisville, attending 
Westfield High School. I spent my career as an educator at the secondary and post-secondary levels 
with two years as an administrator at Fox Valley Technical College in Appleton. I retired from full-time 
work in 2013 from the University of Wisconsin Whitewater where I taught and served as program 
coordinator for the Business & Marketing program. My husband John and I spent 13 years living out of 
state where I taught at Murray State University (Kentucky) and Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania. I 
have one son, five step-children, three grandchildren, nine step grandchildren, and lots of nieces and 
nephews. 

I earned my Master Gardener certification in 2013 and am currently active with the Columbia 
County Master Gardeners Volunteers, Pardeeville Garden Club, Wisconsin Friends of John Muir, and the 
First Presbyterian Church of Pardeeville. John and I volunteer at the Portage and Marquette County food 
pantries and the Portage Historical Society. I am currently serving as the paid General Secretary of the 
International Society for Business Education. I love traveling and have been to all seven continents. In 
addition to traveling and gardening, I enjoy hiking, skiing, and biking.  
 
Meet Nancy Davis 
 

I was born in Illinois. I moved to Land O Lakes, Wisconsin.  From that small town of less than 500 
people, I moved to California. I went from no stop lights to 6 lanes of freeway in less than a week. 
Fortunately, I moved back to Wisconsin. 

I worked as Executive Director of ABC Connections for 17 years.  I facilitated a caregiver support 
group for 17 years. We had many caregiver retreats at the beautiful Zona Gale home. Currently I'm a 
chaplain at Divine Savior Healthcare. I am involved with many committees at St Mary's here in 
Portage.   I'm a volunteer with the Alzheimer and Dementia Alliance. I'm a certified laughter leader and 
do a talk called Unbuckle Your Chuckle.  I also do talks at conferences and retreats. 

I have two sons, 5 granddaughters and two great granddaughters. I wear the title grandma with 
pride. I enjoy flowers, good movies and books, traveling, walking and golf. I'm looking forward to getting 
to know all of you and helping with the good work that the Civic League does. 

 
 

 



Meet Lynn McCarthy 

I recently have moved back to this area from Wyoming when I retired. I was born in Milwaukee.  I 
graduated from Pardeeville High School and then attended UW-Stevens Point. I taught for a few years in 
New Glarus and then moved to Wyoming. I attended graduate school at the University of Wyoming.  I 
was an administrator at the High School for 8 years. Upon a RIF – reduction in force (school enrollment 
went from 1000 to 600 students) I became employed at the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as a 
GIS (geographic information systems) specialist. I also was a BLM mediator for several years as well as 
spending 24 years on a National Incident Management Team (IMT). While on the IMT, I worked many 
fires as well as special incidents such as hurricanes, space shuttle pick-up and many other special 
assignments. In Wyoming, I participated in PEO, Beta Sigma Phi, my church and other community 
organizations. 

I still have several boxes and some organizing to do from my move but really do like being back 
here. I have been able to spend time with my family, taken up golf, joined a church and have met so 
many wonderful people. I look forward to participating in the league. 

Welcome Mary Lyn, Lila, Nancy and Lynn! 
 

Heritage Series 
By Judy Eulberg 

 
The first Heritage article for the Civic League newsletter will feature information on a lady who 
served as President of our organization twice.  Barbara Kaiser served two terms as President 
1962-4 and 1971-3.   
 

Barbara Kaiser came to Portage as a bride in 1958.  When she joined Civic League, there were 66 members.  
Shirley Prosch was President and asked new member Barb to chair the Program Committee.  The budget was 
$300 and because Barb had just moved from Madison and still had ties there, she was able to provide many 
programs. 
  
At that time there was a September Opening Tea and a May Closing Banquet.  The banquet was quite a 
formal affair with the ladies in long gowns and their men in tuxedos.  The social committee provided the flower 
centerpieces for each table. 
 
The Charity Ball was held the first Saturday in December at the Ram Hotel, the Crestwood or Chula Vista 
and was quite the social event of the Christmas season.  It included a fine meal and a live band. 
 
Meetings were held at the Clubhouse twice a month. The 2nd Wednesday afternoon and the 4th Thursday 
evening.  Prior to Barbara’s joining our group there was a Junior Civic League, which met in the evening so 
someone could watch the children. Each meeting had a hostess whose responsibilities were to set up the chairs 
and make the dessert.  A coffee service was set up at one end of the dining table and the tea service was at the 
other.    
 
A fundraiser and also socializer during these years were the luncheons that members hosted in their 
homes.  The hostess donated the cost of the food and the members paid $5 for the meal, a chance to see 
members’ homes and get to know other members as all you did was pay and you were assigned a home at which 
to dine. 
 
Barb also wrote the preface to the 1975 Civic League Cookbook and made the mistake of putting her home 
address as that of the Civic League, which in those days required a completely new printing.  
  
Barbara was given a gold charm to commemorate her years as Civic League president and which she 
cherishes to this day. 
 



 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE WOMEN’S CIVIC LEAGUE OF PORTAGE, INC. 
Should any changes be made to our Constitution and ByLaws, the revisions must be accepted by our Board and also 
the General Membership. 
 
Therefore, The Board of The Women’s Civic League of Portage, Inc.  recommends acceptance of the following 
revisions to the Bylaws of the Women’s Civic League of Portage, Inc. These recommendations were approved by the 
Board March 28th, 2018 
 
        
 CURRENT DOCUMENT    PROPOSED REVISIONS 
 
  Article VI      Article VI 
 
Standing Committees of such size as the  Standing Committees of such size as the 
President directs shall be as follows:   President directs shall be as follows.              
Civic   Welfare, Finance, Fundraising,              Civic Welfare, Finance, Fundraising,   
Historian/revisions, Hospitality, House/  HISTORIAN, Hospitality, House/Long 
Long Range Planning, Membership, Menu  Range Planning, Membership, Menu  
Planning, Newsletter, Program, Publicity,  Planning, Newsletter, Program, Publicity, 
Scholarship, Sunshine, and Tour. The              REVISIONS, Scholarship, Sunshine, and   
President elected in May shall on or before  Tour. The President elected in May shall 
July 1st following, select the Chair Co-  on or before July 1st following, select the 
Chair, if any, and Members of all Standing  Chair, Co-Chair, if any and Members of 
Committees to act for the ensuing year.  all Standing Committees AND SPECIAL 
Such special Committees as the President  EVENTS, to act for the ensuing year. 
desires, may be created by her at any time.  Such special Committees as the President  
       desires, may be created by her at any time. 
 
  Article VII      Article VII 
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES  DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
 FUNDRAISING          FUNDRAISING 
 
This Committee consists of two separate  This Committee consists of two separate  
committees, both having a Chair, Co-               committees, both having a Chair, Co- 
Chair, and other members.    Chair, and other members. 
    A. Monthly Meeting Raffle Committee      A. Monthly Meeting DRAWING 
    B. Special Event Fundraising           Committee 
All proceeds shall be dispersed according      B. Special Event Fundraising 
to Article II of the Constitution.                All proceeds shall be dispersed according  
       to Article II of the Constitution. 
 
 HISTORIAN/REVISIONS     HISTORIAN 
 
This Committee consists of the Chair and  This Committee consists of the Chair  
elected officers. This Committee shall              and elected officers. This Committee 
ensure that copies of the important   shall ensure that copies of the important 
publicity be made a part of the League’s  publicity be made a part of the League’s 
permanent record of publicity (scrapbook).  permanent record of publicity  
       (scrapbook). 
This Committee shall draft all revisions to  
the Constitution and By-Laws of the     REVISIONS 
League and present same in written form 
for the League’s approval.    This Committee, formed by the President 
       as needed, shall draft all revisions to the 
       Constitution and By-Laws of the League 
       and present same in written form for the 
       League’s approval. 



From the Mailbox: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2018-19 Membership Dues 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
	
Enclosed is $25.00 dues payment for 
 
Name____________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________ 
 
Telephone #_________________________________ 
 
Email address____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mail to:  Women's Civic League, P.O. Box 311, Portage, WI 53901 
 


